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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily protect duplication when 
original software and duplicated software mutually execute 
communication. 

SOLUTION: Both computer devices 1 1 and 1 1 which mutually 
execute communication through a communication medium L send a 
program ID 13 provided for self-software 12 to the computer 
devices 1 1 of opposite communication party and compare the 
program ID 13 of the opposite communication party, which are 
received from the opposite communication party, with the self- 
program ID 1 3. When the program ID differs (when values are not 
matched), communication, is continued and target software is 
enabled to operate. Thus, duplication protection does not apply and 
a target software operation is enabled. When the values of program 
ID match with each other, the software is considered as illegally 
duplicated, and communication is disconnected. 
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